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November 30th

The Feast Day of St. Andrew falls on November 30", which
means that when it falls on a Sunday it conflicts with the First
Sunday of Advent. In other words, it’s unlikely that you’ve ever
celebrated it in worship—I know | haven’t! Who ever heard of
dressing the church in red paraments in Advent! So for the first,
and perhaps only, time in our lives, we’re celebrating St.
Andrew’s Day!

First of all, here’s a complete list of the times Andrew is
mentioned in the Bible:

Matthew 4:18-22

Matthew 10:1-4

Mark 1:16-20

Mark 1:29-31

Mark 3:13-19

Mark 13:3-8

Luke 6:12-16

John 1:35-51

John 6:1-14

John 12:20-26

Acts 1:12-14
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As a group, divide these passages up and quickly determine
which are the ones that simply list the Twelve. Write “List of
the Twelve” beside each of those.

Next, write “Calling” beside the stories that tell of the calling of
Andrew.

Finally, write “Speaking Part” beside those stories in which
Andrew has a speaking part. These are the stories we’re looking
at in today’s sermon.

Now answer these questions:
When his name appears in a list, what number is Andrew?

Discuss why.
When Andrew speaks, how is he different from his brother Peter?

How about the other disciples who have speaking parts—Philip,
Thomas, James, John—how are Andrew’s words different?

Tradition holds that Andrew’s missionary journeys carried him as
far north as Scythia, which would account for him being the
patron saint of Russia. He’s also the patron saint of Scotland.
We’re told he died for sharing the faith near Athens, crucified on
a X-shaped cross, which today is called a St. Andrew’s Cross.
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